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Why Crime Occurs
The theory of differential association tends to look at crime as learned behavior, and the theory believes that the behaviors of one individual are shaped and ultimately influenced by the individuals they associate with especially the intimate interactions. In regards to this, crime occurs because of an excess of favorable definitions which promote violation of the law. Crime occurs because individuals learn to become criminals either by associating with criminals or as a way to express their needs and values. 
The key concepts include the fact that criminal behavior is learned and this occurs through interactions via communication. Also, the direction and motives towards crime are learned through a person’s interpretation of the legal codes of specific geographical area as favorable or unfavorable in regards to crime. Moreover, differential associations may vary in intensity, priority, and frequency from person to person because each individual is shaped by the norms of their society. The nine key concepts and prepositions include the fact that all criminal behavior is learned. (Sutherland, 1995) Also, most learning of this criminal behavior often happens in intimate relationships.
Moreover, criminal behavior is learned from interaction through the process of communication, and the process of learning may include learning about techniques that enable this behavior as well as motives that justify it. Another concept is that the drives towards criminal behavior are learned through the interpretation of legal codes in one’s geographical area as either favorable or unfavorable. When many interpretations favor violating the law then an individual becomes a criminal. Also, all differential associations are not equal because they vary in duration, intensity, and frequency. (Sutherland, 1995) The process of learning about criminal behavior through interactions is dependent on the same mechanisms that are used to learn any other behavior. Lastly, criminal behavior can be an expression of those generalized needs and values, but the behavior is not explained since non-criminal behavior also expresses similar needs and values.
Social Bond
Hirschi’s theory of social control focuses on the assumption that people engage in behavior that is delinquent when their social bond to the society weakens, and the concept of the social bond is encompassed under four elements. To begin with, commitment which refers to an individual’s investment in social activities is based on the notion that people who are committed to their society will less likely engage in deviant behavior as opposed to those who are not committed. (Cassino, 2016) Attachment, on the other hand, is a construct based on the symbiotic linkage between an individual and society, and it goes to state that individuals with a strong attachment to society will probably not violate societal norms. 
The third element is beliefs which is based on the individual’s level of belief in the moral validity of the social values shared by society and people who believe in norms rarely deviate from them. The last element is involvement which correlates the time spent in socially approved activities and defiance. More time for the former leads to less time for the latter. These bonds affect delinquency in that individuals who are invested and strongly linked with their society and at the same time are not exposed to delinquent activities are less likely to engage in crime because they feel included. People cannot try to destroy something that they feel belong to.
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